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Cheating the Consumer 


A suppressed OPA report reveals 
that clothing manufacturers are taking 
unmerciful advantage of the consumer 
by producing garments that are hardly 
worth carrying home. Fabrics are in- 
ferior, workmanship is careless, inspec- 
tion standards have been lowered, 
measurements are skimped and prices 
are pushed up to the limit. 

News of these secret OPA findings 
comes through the Wall Street Journal, 
a conservative paper friendly to busi- 
ness interests. The Journal said that it 
had obtained possession of an OPA 
statement disclosing the fact that the 
consumer is paying a great deal more 
than ceiling prices for goods of shoddy 
quality, and expresses the opinion that 
OPA officials are determined to keep 
the situation hidden from _ public 
knowledge. 

According to the OPA report, gar- 
ments purchased by OPA agents fell 
apart the first time they were washed. 
Expensive merchandise is still being 
manufactured while low-priced lines 
have been dropped or replaced with in- 
ferior items. 

The War Production Board is said 
to be responsible for these conditions 
and there may be significance in the 
fact that directors of the textile division 
of the WPB are representatives of tex- 
tile mill owners. The OPA, which can 
expose fraudulent practices, does not 
have authority to correct the situation, 
whereas the WPB could exert control 
through the allocation of materials. 
The WPB is apparently unwilling to 
take remedial steps. Some OPA of- 
ficials believe that clothes rationing 
would provide the only adequate safe- 
guard, for only under such a set up 
could the OPA fix quality standards. 


Maternity Protection 


The powerful United Automobile 
Workers Union (CIO) is taking the 
lead in securing job protection for 
women workers and has drafted a ma- 
ternity clause to be written into new 
UAW contracts. With the present 
membership of women in trade unions 
estimated by the United States Labor 
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THE SUPPRESSED FACTS about World War I concerned those conditions 
which caused World War II. The facts about World War II that are being 
suppressed now are concerned with the issues which will cause World War 
Ill. Men do not suppress their good works; they seek to hide their selfishness 
and evil deeds. The Christian lay mind cannot serve its present age unless it has 
the courage and vision to penetrate the blankets of propaganda and censor- 
ship and find the truth. As we do that, we shall arouse against us anger, 
smears and persecution. But it has been done before—once by a young man 
Who spared neither priest, king, governor nor the official money lenders. His 
efforts were crowned with thorns and He was nailed to a cross. His followers 
today can hardly expect always to be popular and comfortable. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
Moral Forces Gain a Victory 

Two clarifying and at least moderately hopeful trends are now beginning 
to be felt. As we forecast several weeks ago, the wave of bitterness and dis- 
illusionment that was sweeping the world because of the deniais of the authen- 
ticity and importance of the Atlantic Charter, such denials being accompanied 
by the most brutal type of power politics, resulted in really constructive 
changes. Churchill has been compelled to acknowledge the importance of the 
Atlantic Charter. He did it in an oblique, evasive way so that he would have 
ample room left for empire maneuverings, but the Prime Minister was made 
to feel the moral force of men’s consciences. That in itself is a singular vic- 
tory. 

In this country, President Roosevelt has had much the same experience. 
He also had a stinging awakening in the waves of disappointment and cti- 
ticism which were hurled at the White House after his offhandish and ob- 
viously unintentional revelation that he and Churchill had never considered 
the Atlantic Charter—that blue print of the ideals of the fighting United 
Nations—anything specifically important or binding. A new spirit now pre- 
vails in the White House and a new spirit prevails in Congress. It can be 
summed up in the words so often “tos in Washington committees and con- 
ferences, “The peace must not fail.” The Senate and House both are going 
to work on the peace problem in cooperation with the President in a way that 
offers great encouragement. There are yet many obstacles to the peace, but 
real gains have been made and the greatest progress lies in the fact that men 
have been made to feel afresh the supremacy of moral and spiritual forces. 
Problems to be Faced 

As the leaders of the United Nations once more endeavor to bring human 
conduct into some stabilized pattern that can offer a hope of peace, here are 
some of the most important problems that we hear the least about: 

1. In many areas that have been liberated prices are twice as high and 
food twice as scarce as they were under Nazi rule. This results from the policy 
of keeping the right people on top, (old aristocracy, big industrialists), so 
that revolt among the hungry, disillusioned, embittered masses may not upset 
the status quo upon which London-Wall Street investments depend. These 
bad conditions in liberated areas are becoming known all over Europe and are 
greatly harming the Allied cause. 

2. China is demanding be gpa with Russia's secret support) that 
racial equality, as outlined in the Atlantic Charter, be one of the planks of 
any new peace structure. This issue held up the Dumbarton Oaks conference 
for weeks, and the facts of that discussion were severely suppressed—how are 
you going to get rubber plantation workers for 4¢ a day, or tin miners in 
Malaya for 7¢ a day, if the racial equality idea is turned loose over the earth? 

3. Britain can’t survive economically unless she is given special favors 
over against America’s vastly increased powers of production and shipping. 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


(Continued from middle page) 
Hirohito 


A new policy is shaping up relative to our official attitude 
toward the Japanese Emperor. Heretofore, our practice ob- 
viously has been to avoid including him in our denunciations 
of Japanese militarism. Tojo has been Asia’s counterpart for 
the scorn we heap upon Hitler. The same political philosophy 
in the United Nations that has sought to protect the kings 
and aristocrats of Europe has apparently guided our attitudes 
along a similar path in Asiatic affairs. Recently, however, a 
pronounced change which is gathering momentum has come 
into evidence; now the Emperor is regarded as a symbol of 
Japanese tradition, militaristic and non-democratic, a symbol 
which must be abolished. 


The Church and France 


The Vatican policy of following political trends is now 
much in evidence in France. During Petain’s rule under Nazi 
domination, the Catholic spokesman, Cardinal Gerlier of 
Lyons, made famous the slogan ‘‘Petain is France and France 
is Petain.’”” That was after the Petain government had re- 
stored many Catholic privileges which had been lost during 
the ascendancy of anti-clerical parties in French politics. Now 
a new Catholic spokesman, Cardinal Tisserant, is being given 
a conspicuous place in the voice of French affairs. Cardinal 
Tisserant, an old and respected personal friend of the present 
Pope, is broadcasting widely that Petain betrayed the people 
and that “the Church spares no strength or loving aid in re- 
storing France.’ Most parish priests, however, following 
more closely the thought of the people, were usually sym- 
pathetic to and cooperative with the resistance movement. 


Greek Revolutionaries 


Greek sources of indisputable reliability in this country 
claim that less than 5 per cent of the Greek forces opposing 
British-sponsored control are leftist or communist. Most 
Grecks are little farmers and little tradesmen. They are 
afraid of British-French trade monopolies which for genera- 
tions bled the Greek people by trade controls and which sup- 
ported Greek governments that would cooperate with these 
monopolies. The Greek railroad workers and other iabor 
groups do include communists and are exerting strong leader- 
ship, but the conflict in Greece has not by any means been 
the black-and-white struggle with communists that London 
apologists have claimed. 


Britain and Ethiopia 

An indication that Churchill has been forced to alter some 
of his policies since the shameful debacle in Greece is evi- 
denced in the recent British announcement that they are relin- 
quishing their political and economic grip upon Ethiopia— 
a position which London has acquired by the use of British 
arms in Ethiopia and a situation which was carefully guarded 
from exposure in the news. The British now promise to get 
out and to act only in conjunction with the independent 
Ethiopian government in a voluntary advisory capacity. Again 
little news has been permitted to get out concerning this ad- 
justment of British interests. 


German Equipment 


Slick and expensive advertising (paid out of taxes) setting 
forth remarkable mechanical achievements of big American 
industrial corporations still keeps the public fooled into think- 
ing our boys always have the best. However, in the recent 
great Nazi offensive, our armies faced the German Hunting 
Panther and Royal Tiger tanks that are better armored (new 
88-mm guns), heavier (from 10 to 35 tons more weight), 
and which are better designed for getting through mud than 
American tanks now in use. Nazi forces also excel in mining 


techniques and have superior anti-tank guns, self-propelled 
guns, rockets and robot bombs. They are using jet-propelled 
planes extensively while we are just beginning to manufacture 
them. 


Nurse Shortage 


The nursing shortage situation is not as it seems to be. 
There is indeed a shortage of nurses in the Army and Navy 
hospitals, but it is estimated that a quick relief to the situa- 
tion would be found if all the nurses who are still in the 
hire of wealthy families were released. These “luxury” nursés 
look after elderly relatives and minor children so that the wives 
and mothers of these homes can loaf around cocktail bars. 
Also, the working class women are doing most of the volun- 
teer nursing in hospitals. The leisure class women, who have 
the most free time, are doing the least and for the most part 
are doing that only where they can get a social spotlight. 
Such are the claims of spokesmen for nurses who are being 
pilloried with a nurse draft bill for their failure to fill present 
war needs. 


Moving Spotlight 
Jim Crow vs Closed Shop 


One of the most important steps in the evolution of the 
Negro’s place in organized labor was taken when the State 
Supreme Court of California ruled unanimously that a labor 
union cannot enforce a closed shop agreement unless it admits 
Negroes to full membership. One of the most powerful 
unions in the country, AFL Boiler Makers Union on the west 
coast, had been discriminating against qualified Negro boiler 
makers employed in war work while the union was demand- 
ing that closed shop agreements be maintained. This decision 
will inevitably affect similar situations elsewhere. 


Quack Justice? 


One of the most absurd betrayals of democratic justice oc- 
curred recently in the case of Dr. Don Charles DeVault, a 
conscientious objector and a distinguished scientist who has 
made valuable contributions in penicillin research. Dr. De- 
Vault was confined in a Civilian Public Service camp in Michi- 
gan where the conscientious objectors were engaged in build- 
ing duck ponds. Believing that he could serve the country 
and humanity more by continuing his research in penicillin, 
Dr. DeVault rigged uP a homemade laboratory and went to 
work. Because he refused to abandon his much-needed re- 
search and go back to duck ponds, he has been sentenced to 
three and a half years in a federal penitentiary. The CO’s 
are calling it quack justice. The Washington, D. C., Post 
and a few other papers carried the report with appropriate 
protests, but the story has been generally suppressed. 


Missionaries View Peace Terms 


Twenty-three prominent American missionaries who have 
lived in Japan, Korea, China, India and the Philippines have 
issued a statement demanding that the war not end in just 
the stripping Japan of all industrial strength and resources, 
but that an international authority be established for a just 
development and sharing of the colonial resources of all Asia. 
These missionaries said that if the war in Asia simply ends 
with the great western powers still further tightening their 
grip on the life of Asia, then Asia will soon become the 
cauldron of new wars. But when the papers carried the re- 
port of this statement most of them in handling the copy used 
headlines about a “soft peace.” When the same missionary 
spokesmen issued another statement denying that a soft peace 
or any sentimental treatment of Japan was asked, the denial 
was ignored. The top layer of our financial world, which 
controls most of our press, doesn’t like to consider what 
would become of American, British and Dutch investments 
in oil, rubber and tin in Asia if an international control was 
set up letting small peoples have their share. 





